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Project Application for ARRA Funds

	Please return to:

Florida Department of Education

Bureau of Grants Management

Room 325 Turlington Building

325 West Gaines Street

Tallahassee, Florida 32399-0400

Telephone:  (850) 245-0498

SunCom: 205-0498
	A)            Name and Address of Eligible Applicant:

	DOE USE ONLY

Date Received 



	B) Applicant Contact Information



	Contact Name:


	Mailing Address:

	Telephone Number:


	E-mail Address:

	Fax Number:


	SunCom Number:

	C)  Program Name (1)
AARA of 2009 IDEA, Part B
	C)  Program Name (2)
AARA of 2009 IDEA, Part B, Preschool
	C)  Program Name (3)


	Project Number:  (DOE Assigned)

     

	Project Number:  (DOE Assigned)
     
	Project Number:  (DOE Assigned)
     

	D) Total Funds Requested:

$      

	D) Total Funds Requested:
$      
	D) Total Funds Requested:
$      

	Total Approved Funds: (DOE USE ONLY)

$      

	Total Approved Funds: (DOE USE ONLY)

$      
	Total Approved Funds: (DOE USE ONLY)

$      

	CERTIFICATION for ARRA FUNDS 



	[image: image7.png]


I, ______________________________________________, (Please Type Name) do hereby certify that all facts, figures, and representations made in this application are true, correct, and consistent with the statement of general assurances and specific programmatic assurances for this project.  Furthermore, all applicable statutes, regulations, and procedures; administrative and programmatic requirements; and procedures for fiscal control and maintenance of records will be implemented to ensure proper accountability for the expenditure of funds on this project.  All records necessary to substantiate these requirements will be available for review by appropriate state and federal staff.  I further certify that all expenditures will be obligated on or after the effective date and prior to the termination date of the project.  Disbursements will be reported only as appropriate to this project, and will not be used for matching funds on this or any special project, where prohibited.

Further, I understand that it is the responsibility of the agency head to obtain from its governing body the authorization for the submission of this application.
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Rev. 12/07



Dr. Eric J. Smith, Commissioner




FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

Request for Application

Bureau/Office
Division of Public Schools, Bureau of Exceptional Education and Student Services (BEESS)

Program Name  
American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (ARRA) – IDEA Recovery Funds for Services to Children and Youths with Disabilities
Specific Funding Authorities
Public Law 111-5, American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (ARRA) – IDEA Recovery Funds for Services to Children and Youths with Disabilities, IDEA, Part B, CFDA # TBD and IDEA, Part B, Preschool, CFDA #TBD
Funding Purpose
To ensure that all children with disabilities ages 3 through 21 have access to a free appropriate public education designed to meet their individual needs and prepare them for education, employment, and independent living as measured through the IDEA State Performance Plan.  Funds shall be used to supplement the excess costs of providing special education and related services to students with disabilities.
Type of Award
Entitlement
Total Funding Amount  
IDEA, Part B:  $627,262,665; IDEA, Part B, Preschool:  $19,700,808 (See attached distributions by district/agency.)
Budget Period
Date of receipt of application in substantially approvable form through September 30, 2011 
Target Population
Students with disabilities ages 3 through 21 (IDEA, Part B) and ages 3 through 5 (IDEA, Part B, Preschool)

Eligible Applicants
Florida school districts, university research schools, and other agencies providing educational programs and services to students with disabilities
Application Due Date
Applicants are required to submit a completed DOE 100B (DOE 100A, if eligible for Part B only) and DOE 101 to Grants Management as soon as possible, but no later than April 10, 2009.

Contact Persons
BEESS – Virginia Sasser, Program Specialist; 850/245-0475; Fax 850/245-0953; E-mail: virginia.sasser@fldoe.org
Grants Management – Margaret D. White, Program Specialist; 850/245-0498; Fax 850//245-0719; E-mail:  margaret.white@fldoe.org; and Wanda Akisanya, Program Specialist; 850/245-0782; Suncom; 205-0782; Fax: 850/245-0719; E-mail:  wanda.akisanya@fldoe.org.

General Assurances

The Florida Department of Education (DOE) has developed and implemented a document entitled, General Terms, Assurances, and Conditions for Participation in Federal and State Programs, to comply with

· 34 CFR 76.301 of the Education Department General Administration Regulations (EDGAR) which requires local educational agencies to submit a common assurance for participation in federal programs funded by the U.S. Department of Education;

· applicable regulations of other Federal agencies; and

· state regulations and laws pertaining to the expenditure of state funds.

In order to receive funding, applicants must have on file with the DOE Office of the Comptroller, a signed statement by the agency head certifying applicant adherence to these General Terms, Assurances, and Conditions for Participation in State or Federal Programs. The complete text may be found at http://www.fldoe.org/comptroller/gbooksectiond.asp.

School Districts, Community Colleges, Universities and State Agencies
The certification of adherence filed with the DOE Comptroller’s Office shall remain in effect indefinitely unless a change occurs in federal or state law, or there are other changes in circumstances affecting a term, assurance, or condition; and does not need to be resubmitted with this application.

Other Assurances
Recipients of IDEA, Part B and IDEA, Part B, Preschool entitlement funds for FY 2008-09 have already certified compliance with federal regulations as defined in U.S. Code and IDEA of 2004 law through the approval of their FY 2008-09 application. 
Applicants for ARRA funds must complete the ARRA Specific Assurances form attached to this document (page 12) and submit it with their application for funds.  
Funding Method

Federal cash advances will be made by state warrant or electronic funds transfer (EFT) to a recipient for disbursements. For federally-funded projects, requests for federal cash advance must be made on the Electronic Federal Cash Advance Request System.  Expenditures for projects funded by federal cash advance should be reported as they occur until the 20th of each month, using the On-Line Disbursement Reporting System.  If at times it is determined that disbursements are going to exceed the amount of cash on hand plus cash in transit, an on-line amendment can be made prior to the due date of the next Federal Cash Advance distribution on the Electronic Federal Cash Advance Request System. Please note that additional reporting requirements may be required for the use of these funds.
Fiscal Requirements Applicable to ARRA Funds
· IDEA, Part B, ARRA funds shall be used for the excess costs directly attributable to programs that provide a free appropriate public education (FAPE) to children with disabilities and meet the full educational opportunity goal for all children with disabilities through activities designed to increase the level, intensity, and quality of services provided to individual children with disabilities.

· IDEA, Part B, Preschool ARRA funds shall be used to support instruction in public or nonpublic preschool or day care programs or through cooperative efforts among school district and/or agencies.  These funds must be directly attributable to the education of children with disabilities ages 3 through 5.  Funds may also be used to provide services to 2-year-old children with disabilities who will reach age 3 during the school year, so long as the district ensures provision of a free appropriate public education, as defined in IDEA, Part B.

· As required by Florida law, section 1010.20, F.S., school districts must expend a minimum of 90% of the funds generated for exceptional student education programs through the Florida Education Finance Program (FEFP) for school-level costs aggregated for all such programs.  In addition, such costs must be reported in accordance with requirements of this law, Florida Education Finance Act of 1973, and procedures defined in the Financial and Program Cost Accounting and Reporting for Florida Schools, (“Red Book”).

· Federal law requires compliance with maintenance of effort by ensuring that the level of state and local expenditures for the education of children with disabilities is not reduced below the level of those expenditures for the preceding fiscal year. 
· IDEA permits flexibility to districts with regards to compliance with the maintenance of effort requirement.   Effective July 1, 2005, state and local funds may be replaced with up to 50% of the amount of funds received in IDEA, Part B funds that exceed the amount it received under IDEA, Part B for the previous fiscal year.  NOTE:  ARRA funds combined with non-ARRA funds will constitute 2009-10 IDEA funding for the purposes of comparing with the allocation for the previous year (2008-09).  To the extent that MOE can be reduced in FY 2009-10, is dependent upon final end of year summary of FY 2008-09 expenditures.
· Caution should be exercised when a district seeks to reduce local maintenance of effort at the same time Part B funds are used for coordinated early intervening services, as these provisions are interrelated.  See example on page 11 of this document for further guidance. 

· All funded projects and any amendments are subject to the procedures outlined in the Project Application and Amendment Procedures for Federal an State Programs (Green Book) and the General Assurances for Participation in Federal and State Programs. These procedures and documents may be accessed on-line at http://www.fldoe.org/comptroller/gbook.asp.
· Charges to federal projects for personnel costs, whether treated as direct or indirect costs, will be based on payrolls documented in accordance with generally accepted practice of the fiscal agent and approved by responsible official(s) of the agent.
· Appropriate time distribution records must be kept to substantiate an equitable distribution of time and effort by fund source.  Employees working under multiple grant programs must maintain time and effort reports reflecting after-the-fact distribution of actual activities at least monthly, to coincide with pay periods.  Employees working under one grant program must certify semi-annually that he/she worked solely on the program for the period covered by the certification.  Employees paid 100% from IDEA funds may NOT provide services to nondisabled students, including gifted students.  For more information concerning required documentation, see Cost Principles for State, Local, and Indian Tribal Governments, OMB Circular A-87, which may be accessed using the following URL:  http://www.whitehouse.gov/omb/circulars/a087/a087-all.html.    
· Complete a set of budget pages that provides sufficient information to enable the reviewers to understand the nature of and the reason for all budgeted items.  Line items should reflect some benefit (indirectly or directly) in providing special education and related services to students with disabilities.       
· Indirect costs shall only apply to federal projects.  Restrictions to the amount or percentage that can be charged to a project’s administration, which may include indirect costs, will be specified in the approved project award notification or amendment approval, as applicable.

· All project recipients must submit a completed DOE 399 form, Final Project Disbursement Report, by the date specified on the DOE 200 form, Project Award Notification.  
· Fiscal agent is responsible for maintaining all accounts, records, and other supporting documentation pertaining to all costs incurred for these projects. Supporting documentation for expenditures is required for all funding methods.  Examples of documentation include:  invoices with check numbers verifying payment, and/or bank statements; all or any of which must be available upon request.
Guiding Principles of ARRA

The overall goals of the ARRA are to stimulate the economy in the short term and invest in education and other essential public services to ensure the long-term economic health of our nation.  The success of the education part of the ARRA will depend on the shared commitment and responsibility of students, parents, teachers, principals, superintendents, education boards, college presidents, state school chiefs, governors, local officials, and federal officials.  The following four principles guide the distribution and use of ARRA funds:

· Spend funds quickly to save and create jobs.  ARRA funds will be distributed quickly to state, LEAs, and other entities in order to avert layoffs and create jobs.  States and LEAs in turn are urged to move rapidly to develop plans for using funds, consistent with the law’s reporting and accountability requirements, and to promptly begin spending funds to help drive the nation’s economic recovery.

· Improve student achievement through school improvement and reform.  ARRA funds should be used to improve student achievement, and help close the achievement gap.  

· Making progess toward rigorous college- and career-ready standards and high quality assessments that are valid and reliable for all students, including English language learners and students with disabilities;

· Establishing pre-K college and career data systems that track progress and foster continuous improvement;

· Making improvements in teacher effectiveness and in the equitable distribution of qualified teachers for all students, particularly students who are most in need; and

· Providing intensive support and effective interventions for the lowest-performing schools.

· Ensure transparency, reporting, and accountability.  To prevent fraud and abuse, support the most effective uses of ARRA funds, and accurately measure and track results, recipients must publicly report on how funds are used.  Due to the unprecedented scope and importance of this investment, ARRA funds are subject to additional and more rigorous reporting requirements than normally apply to grant recipients.

· Invest in one-time ARRA funds thoughtfully to minimize the “funding cliff.”  ARRA represents a historic infusion of funds that is expected to be temporary.  Depending on the program, these funds are available for only two to three years.  These funds should be invested in ways that do not result in unsustainable continuing commitments after the funding expires.

Permissible Use of IDEA, Part B Recovery Funds
The IDEA recovery funds must be used consistent with the current IDEA, Part B statutory and regulatory requirements and applicable requirements in the General Education Provisions Act (GEPA) and the Education Department General Administrative Regulations (EDGAR).  Districts must use IDEA recovery funds only for the excess costs of providing special education and related services to children with disabilities, except where IDEA specifically provides otherwise.

· The IDEA recovery funds constitute a large one-time increment in IDEA, Part B funding that offers a unique opportunity to improve teaching and learning and results for children with disabilities.  Generally, funds should be used for short-term investments that have the potential for long-term benefits, rather than for expenditures that the district may not be able to sustain once the recovery funds are expended.  Some possible uses of these limited-term IDEA recovery funds that are allowable under IDEA and aligned with the core reform goals for which states must provide assurance under State Fiscal Stabilization Fund (SFF):
· Obtain state-of-the-art assistive technology devices and provide training in their use to enhance access to the general curriculum for students with disabilities.

· Provide intensive district-wide professional development for special education and regular education teachers that focuses on scaling-up, through replication, proven and innovative evidence-based school-wide strategies in reading, math, writing, and science, and positive behavioral supports to improve outcomes for students with disabilities.

· Develop or expand the capacity to collect and use data to improve teaching and learning.

· Expand the availability and range of inclusive placement options for preschoolers with disabilities by developing the capacity of public and private preschool programs to serve these children.

· Hire transition coordinators to work with employers in the community to develop job placements for youths with disabilities and to support post-secondary programs for students with disabilities ages 18-21.
IDEA, Part B Fiscal Issues
· Adjustment to local fiscal efforts in certain fiscal years – allows an LEA (district) to reduce the level of expenditures required under MOE by no more than 50% of the increase in Part B funds that EXCEED the amount of Part B funds.  The amount of local funds an LEA uses must be equal to the reduction in expenditures under this provision to carry out activities that could be supported with funds under ESEA, regardless of whether the LEA is using funds under the ESEA for those activities.
· The amount of funds expended for early intervening services under 34 CFR §300.226, shall count toward the maximum amount of expenditures that the LEA may reduce under this provision.
If an LEA takes advantage of this provision, MOE for future years is reduced consistent with the reduction it took, unless the LEA increases the amount of its state and local expenditures on its own.  LEAs are encouraged to take advantage of this flexibility to focus extra local funds on one-time expenditures that will help the state make progress on the goals in the SFSF program, such as improving the equitable distribution of effective teachers and the quality and use of assessments to enhance instruction for students in most need. SEAs will be expected to collect and report information on the use of these freed-up funds.
· Coordinated Early Intervening Services (CEIS) – An LEA may (or in some cases must) use up to 15% of its total IDEA, Part B Grants to States and Preschool Grants for CEIS for students in grades K-12 who are not currently identified as a student with a disability, but who need additional academic and behavioral support to succeed in a general education environment.  However, an LEA may use only up to 15% of its allocation minus any amount (on a dollar for dollar basis) by which the LEA reduced its required state and local expenditures under 34 CFR §300.205.
· Set-Aside Funds (CEIS and Proportionate Share for Parentally-Placed Private School Students) – Calculations for IDEA set-aside funds will be based on the total sum of IDEA, Part B, (Entitlement and ARRA) and IDEA, Part B, Preschool (Entitlement and ARRA) funds.   
Conditions for Acceptance
To be considered for eligibility, applicants must complete the following required application forms:

· Project Application Form (DOE 100B or DOE 100A)
· Budget Narrative Form (DOE 101)
· Separate budgets will be prepared for each project for which funds are being requested
· Specific Assurances 
Eligibility is also contingent upon submitting two copies of the signed DOE 100B or DOE 100A, ONE copy with an original signature, to Grants Management as soon as possible, but no later than April 10, 2009.  

Grants Management Office
Florida Department of Education

325 W. Gaines Street, Room 325

Tallahassee, Florida 32399-0400
· NOTE:  Applications signed by officials other than the appropriate agency head must have a letter signed by the agency head, or documentation citing action of the governing body delegating authority to the person to sign on behalf of said official.  Attach the letter of documentation to the DOE 100B or DOE 100A when submitting application.

· One of the two copies of the DOE 100B (DOE 100A) must bear an original signature.  It is recommended that the signature be made in an ink color other than black to help reviewers determine the original signature copy.  The original and copy may be stapled, no other binding will be accepted.
· Completed applications will become effective the date of receipt in Grants Management, or the date of the award by the U.S. Department of Education, whichever occurs later. 

Method of Review

· Applications will be reviewed to ensure applicants have provided sufficient information on the cover (DOE 100B/DOE 100A) and the budget narratives (DOE 101) for each project for which funds are being requested. 
· Budgets will be reviewed to ensure that funds are being appropriately used and, when necessary, justification obtained from the applicant.  
Attachments

DOE 100B, including instructions
DOE 101, including instructions
Guidance for Districts Reducing MOE and Using Funds for CEIS

Specific Assurances for ARRA Funds
ARRA of 2009 IDEA, Part B Distributions 

ARRA of 2009 IDEA, Part B, Preschool Distributions 


 
Instructions for Completion of DOE 100B

A. Enter name and mailing address of eligible applicant.  The applicant is the public or non-public entity receiving funds to carry out the purpose of the project.

B. Enter requested information for the applicant’s contact person.  This is the person responsible for responding to all questions regarding information included in this application.

C. If not pre-printed, enter name of program(s) for which funds are requested in this project.

D. Enter the total amount of funds requested for each program in this project.

E. The original signature of the appropriate agency head is required.  The agency head is the school district superintendent, university or community college president, state agency commissioner or secretary, or the president/chairman of the Board for other eligible applicants.

Note:  Applications signed by officials other than the appropriate agency head identified above must have a letter signed by the appropriate agency head, or documentation citing action of the governing body delegating authority to the person to sign on behalf of said official.  Attach the letter or documentation to the DOE 100B when the application is submitted
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Dr. Eric J. Smith, Commissioner

Florida Department of Education

Budget Narrative Form


NOTE: The budget form to be used is currently under development. Applicants will enter budget items on the web-based DOE 101 modified for ARRA funds.

Instructions

Budget Narrative Form
This form should be completed based on the instructions outlined below, unless instructed otherwise in the Request for Proposal (RFP) or Request for Application (RFA).

A.
Enter Name of Eligible Recipient.

B.
(DOE USE ONLY) 

Column 1

Function: 
School Districts Only:

Use the four digit function codes as required in the Financial and Program Cost  Accounting and Reporting for Florida Schools Manual.
Column 2

Object:
School Districts:


Use the three digit object codes as required in the Financial and Program Cost Accounting and Reporting for Florida Schools Manual.
Community Colleges:

Use the first three digits of the object codes listed in the Accounting Manual for Florida’s Public Community Colleges.  


Universities and State Agencies:

Use the first three digits of the object codes listed in the Florida Accounting Information Resource Manual. 


Other Agencies:


Use the object codes as required in the agency’s expenditure chart of accounts.

Column 3
- All Applicants:

Account Title: Use the account title that applies to the object code listed in accordance with the agency's accounting system.

Narrative: 
Provide a detailed narrative for each object code listed.  For example:

· Salaries - describe the type(s) of positions requested.  Use a separate line to describe each type of position. 

· Other Personal Services – describe the type of service(s) and an estimated number of hours for each type of position. OPS is defined as compensation paid to persons, including substitute teachers not under contract, who are employed to provide temporary services to the program.

· Professional/Technical Services - describe services rendered by personnel, other than agency personnel employees, who provide specialized skills and knowledge.
· Contractual Services and/or Inter-agency agreements - provide the agency name and description of the service(s) to be rendered.
· Travel - provide a description of each type of travel to be supported with project funds, such as conference(s), in district or out of district, and out of state. Do not list individual names. List individual position(s) when travel funds are being requested to perform necessary activities. 
· Capital Outlay - provide the type of items/equipment to be purchased with project funds.  
· Indirect Cost - provide the percentage rate being used.  Use the current approved rate. (Reference the DOE Green Book for additional guidance regarding indirect cost.)
Column 4 – Must be completed for all Salaries and Other Personal Services.

FTE - Indicate the Full Time Equivalent (FTE based on the standard workweek for the type of position) number of positions to be funded. Determine FTE by dividing the standard number of weekly hours (e.g., 35 hours) for the type of position (e.g., teacher aide) into the actual work hours to be funded by the project.
Column 5

Amount - Provide the budget amount requested for each object code.

C. TOTAL - Provide the total for Column (5) on the last page. Must be the same amount as requested on the DOE 100A or B.
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Dr. Eric J. Smith, Commissioner


Florida Department of Education

Bureau of Exceptional Education and Student Services

Guidance for Districts
Reducing IDEA Maintenance of Effort (MOE) and 
Using Funds for Coordinated Early Intervening Services (CEIS)
Districts planning to reduce their local maintenance of effort in accordance with 34 CFR §300.205(d) and use some of their Part B funds for CEIS under 34 CFR §300.226 must do so with caution, since using funds for one purpose affects the amount that may be used for the other as illustrated in the following two examples.

Example 1:  The maximum available for CEIS is greater than the amount for which MOE may be reduced.
Allocations




Maximum Available
Prior Year
$    900,000


MOE Reduction

$   50,000 (50% of increase)
Current Year
$ 1,000,000


CEIS


$ 150,000  (15% of allocation)
Increase =
$    100,000
In this example, the district may choose to use the maximum available for CEIS, $150,000 or less.  When choosing to reduce MOE, the district must not exceed the maximum available for MOE reduction, $50,000.  
When both CEIS and MOE are chosen, the sum of the two combined must not exceed $50,000, the maximum available for MOE reduction. {Amount to Reduce MOE + Amount for CEIS = Maximum Available for MOE Reduction}
______________________________________________________________________________________________________
Example 2:  The maximum available for CEIS is less than the amount for which MOE may be reduced.

Allocations




Maximum Available
Prior Year
$ 1,000,000


MOE Reduction

$ 500,000 (50% of increase)

Current Year
$ 2,000,000


CEIS


$ 300,000 (15% of allocation)

Increase =
$ 1,000,000
In this example, the district may choose to reduce MOE up to the maximum available, $500,000.  When choosing to use funds for CEIS, the district must not exceed the maximum available for CEIS, $300,000.  

When both CEIS and MOE are chosen, the sum of the two combined must not exceed $300,000, the maximum available for CEIS. {Amount to Reduce MOE + Amount for CEIS = Maximum Available for CEIS}

Florida Department of Education

Bureau of Exceptional Education and Student Services

SPECIFIC ASSURANCES

American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (ARRA) – 

IDEA Recovery Funds for Services to Children and Youths with Disabilities

Instructions:  Applicants must enter a check mark (√) in the box preceding each of the following assurances and submit with their application for ARRA – IDEA Recovery Funds for Services to Children and Youths with Disabilities.  Recipients of these funds must assure the following:

 FORMCHECKBOX 

ARRA funds will be used quickly to save and create jobs.  The LEA will identify and report on the number and types of jobs saved.
 FORMCHECKBOX 

ARRA funds will be used to improve student achievement through school improvement and reform to help close the achievement gap.  The LEA will identify strategies supported by use of these funds and provide data demonstrating how these funds impacted student achievement.
 FORMCHECKBOX 

LEA will adhere to the requirement to publicly report the use of funds to ensure transparency, reporting, and accountability using formats provided by the Florida Department of Education.  

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Funds will be used in ways that do not result in unsustainable continuing commitments after the funding expires.

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Recipients of ARRA funds are required to separately account for, and report on, how funds were spent and the outcomes of these expenditures. (Guidance will be provided at a later date regarding how and when reporting will occur for these funds.)
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Assurances for which recipients have already certified compliance as part of their application for FY 2008-09 IDEA, Part B and IDEA, Part B, Preschool entitlement funds will continue to be applicable to ARRA funds.
[image: image3.png]


[image: image4.png]


[image: image5.png]















E)	________________________________________________


	Signature of Agency Head








TAPS Numbers


1.  


2.  























District Name
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