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 Broadband Technology Opportunities Program
Summary:

The U.S. Congress has appropriated $4.7 billion to establish a Broadband Technology Opportunities Program for awards to eligible entities to develop and expand broadband services to unserved and underserved areas and improve access to broadband by public safety agencies. Of these funds, $250 million will be available for innovative programs that encourage sustainable adoption of broadband services; at least $200 million will be available to upgrade technology and capacity at public computing centers, including community colleges and public libraries; $10 million will be a transfer to the Office of Inspector General for the purposes of BTOP audits and oversight. Up to $350 million of the BTOP funding is designated for the development and maintenance of statewide broadband inventory maps.
Applicable Dates: 

Guidelines will be available May 1, 2009.  

Eligibility:
The grant uses include the acquisition of equipment, instrumentation, networking capability, hardware and software; the acquisition of network technology and infrastructure for broadband services; the construction and deployment of broadband service-related infrastructure; the deployment of broadband facilities that improve public safety communications; and facilitating access to broadband service by low-income, unemployed, aged and other vulnerable populations, and by community anchor institutions.
Comments: 

Working toward a statewide approach to enable broadband access to underserved entities. 
Additional Resources from NTIA.gov. 
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